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THE  HOME  OF  MANKIND

the eastern coast of Brazil are drenched by equatorial rains which
make the Amazon territory much more densely and evenly wooded
than that of the Congo. But as a result of its steady rainfall, the rest
of the continent, especially in the southern part, which is not quite
so near the equator, is excellently suited for agriculture, and the
Argentine pampas and the Orinoco llanos and the Brazilian cam-
pos are close rivals of the Great Plains of the northern continent.

THE LLANOS OF VENEZUELA

As for the countries which we find in South America to-day,
few of them grew out of what we might call historical inevita-
bility. They were the unexpected and haphazard results of suc-
cessful revolutions rather than the products of slow growth and
development The United States of Venezuela with a population
of 3,216,000 is a little too near the equator to develop a very ener-
getic race of men. But round the lagoon of Maracaibo in the north
oil has been discovered, and that has made Maracaibo the most
important harbour of Venezuela, a position previously held by La
Guaira, the port of Caracas, the capital, which lies rather incon-
veniently just behind a low mountain ridge that separates it from
the sea.
On the west of Venezuela lies Colombia with the capital citv of